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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: The word "shooting" 
is spelled incorrectly twice. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim RBjections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and uselul process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claimed program executable by a communications terminal of Claim 13 does 
not qualify under a statutory category of patent eligible subject matter. Claim 13 fails to 
claim the program recorded on an appropriate computer readable medium so as to be 
structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and permit the function of the 
claimed invention to be realized, such as "A computer readable medium encoded with a 
computer program". Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the Invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or Indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-5, 8-10, 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 

by Iwamura (US 7106906). 

Regarding Claim 1, jwamura teaches a communications terminal {Fig. 1) having 
an image shooting function {Fig. 1 reference number 102), wherein the 
communications terminal shoots an image to generate image data in response to an 
image shooting instruction from a user, and automatically attaches the image data to 
an e-mail message directed to an e-mail address designated by the user prior to 
receiving the image shooting instruction {Fig. 2 and Col 9 Unes 15-22 teach the email 
address can be input and then image captured and sent to the email address). 

Regarding Claim 2, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
clairn 1 , comprising: an address designation receiving unit operable to receive 
designation of the e-mail address from the user prior to the image shooting {Fig. 15 
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and Col 9 Lines 15-22)\ a shooting instruction receiving unit operable to receive the 
image shooting instruction from the user (Co/ 4 Lines 8-10)] a generating unit operable 
to generate the image data by shooting the image based on the received image 
shooting instruction (Co/ 4 Lines 9-1 2)\ and an attaching unit operable to, on 
generation of the image data by the generating unit, automatically attach the image 
data to the e-mail message directed to the e-mail address designated according to the 
address designation received by the address designation receiving unit (Co/ 9 Lines 
19-20). 

Regarding Claim 3, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 2, wherein the image data is moving image data (Col 3 Lines 48-49), the 
generating unit generates the moving image data by shooting a moving image for a 
predetermined duration based on the image shooting instruction received by the 
shooting instruction receiving unit (Col 4 Lines 9-16 teach that when a start instruction 
is received to shoot, the camera captures an image for a predetermined duration), and 
on generation of the moving image data, the attaching unit automatically attaches the 
moving image data to the e-mail message directed to the e-mail address designated 
according to the address designation received by the address designation receiving 
unit (Co/ 9 L/nes 14-22). 

Regarding Claim 4, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 1, wherein the image data is moving image data, the communications terminal 
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comprising: an address designation receiving unit operable to receive designation of 
the e-mail address from the user prior to the image shooting {Fig. 15 and Col 9 Lines 
.15-22); a start instruction receiving unit operable to receive from the user a start 
instruction requesting to start the image shooting (Co/ 4 Lines 9-12), an end instruction 
receiving unit operable to receive from the user an end instruction requesting to end 
the image shooting {Fig. 2 and Col 4 Lines 19-22 teach that at step S206, the user can 
continue shooting operation or can give an end instruction, "yes" to S206, which acts 
as an indication to stop shooting, otherwise if "no" to S206, the apparatus will continue 
to capture image in S204); a generating unit operable to generate the moving image 
data by shooting a moving image for a duration starting upon receipt of the start 
instruction and ending upon receipt of the end instruction {Fig. 2 shows the image 
sensing at S204 after a start instruction. Col 4 Lines 9-10, until in Fig. 2 "yes" for Step 
S206, otherwise shooting will not end, as the flow goes back to S204); and an 
attaching unit operable to, on generation of the moving image data by the generating 
unit, automatically attach the moving image data to the e-mail message directed to the 
e-mail address designated according to the address designation received by the 
address designation receiving unit (Co/ 9 Lines 19-20). 

Regarding Claim 5, lv\/amura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 2, further comprising: a display unit operable to visually present the image data 
on generation of the image data by the generating unit {Fig. 1 reference number 104 
and Col 4 Lines 13-19); and a save instruction receiving unit operable to receive from 
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the user an instruction as to whether to save the presented image data {Fig. 2, "yes" at 
Step S206 "Ok?" will allow the user to indicate he wants the image and to proceed to 
save it, by way of example in Col 4 Lines 27-36 the save operation can be saving to a 
PC or PDA) , wherein only when the save instruction receiving unit receives an 
affirmative instruction, the image data is saved and the attaching unit automatically 
attaches the image data to the e-mail message directed to the e-mail address 
designated according to the address designation received by the address designation 
receiving unit {At Fig. 2 "yes" to Step S206 indicates "yes" to saving, which flows to 
S207, transmission, which includes emailing to a specified email address as taught in 
Col 9 Lines 14-22). 

Regarding Claim 8, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 1, comprising first and second operating buttons each for receiving the image 
shooting instruction from the user, wherein at a push of the first operating button, the 
image shooing is performed to generate the image data, and at a push of the second 
operating button, the image shooting is performed to generate the image data 
{According to the flow of Fig, 2, after the user selects and object in step S203, it directly 
leads to the image being captured or generated. Fig, 14 shows the buttons the user 
can select corresponding to objects. There are at least two buttons representing 
different objects that the user can select. Selecting an object will lead to Fig. 2 step 
S204, capturing the image), and the image data is automatically attached to the e-mail 
message directed to the e-mail address designated by the user prior to the image 
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shooting (On Fig. 2, the image data is transmitted in step S207 to an email specified 
prior to step S202, or prior to image sliooting, see Col 9 Lines 14-22). 

Regarding Claim 9, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 1 , comprising an operating button for receiving the Image shooting instruction 
from the user, wherein at a push of the operating button for less than a predetermined 
time period, the image shooing is performed to generate the image data, and at a push 
of the operating button for the predetermined time period or longer, the image shooing 
is performed to generate the image data (as addressed with Claim 8, the user selecting 
an object in Fig. 14, will lead to image shooting in Fig. 2 step S204). As shown in Fig. 
7 and 8, the user is interfacing with the apparatus either by buttons or keys on a kiosk 
machine, or via a keyboard and mouse. Pushing the button that leads to image 
shooting for less than a predetermined time will lead to Image shooting as well as 
pushing the button for longer than the predetermined time will also lead to image 
shooting, as long as the time is long enough for the user to interface with the device 
such as clicking a mouse or pressing a button on a kiosk machine shown in Fig. 7. 
The image data is automatically attached to the e-mail message directed to the e-mail 
address designated by the user prior to receiving the image shooting instruction (as 
addressed with Claim 8). 

Regarding Claim 10, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 1 , comprising: a plurality of operating buttons each for receiving the image 
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shooting instruction from the user (as addressed with Claim 8); and a storing unit 
operable to store e-mail addresses each in association with one of the operating 
buttons {Fig. 7 reference number 705 is a storing unit is in association with the 
operating buttons since they are part of the same device pictured in Fig. 7, this storing 
unit stores information from the apparatus, which includes data input like email 
addresses), wherein at a push of one of the operating buttons, the image shooting is 
performed to generate the image data, and the image data is automatically attached to 
an e-mail message directed to an e-mail address associated with the pushed operating 
button (as addressed with Claim 8). 

Claim 13 claims a program to execute the limitations of Claim 2 and is therefore 
rejected similarly to Claim 2. 

Regarding Claim 14, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 2, further comprising a transmitting unit {Fig. 1 reference number 109) operable 
to transmit the e-mail message on automatic attachment of the image data to the e- 
mail message by the attaching unit {Col 9 Lines 7-20 teach that the file generated with 
the moving image is sent to the email address entered after the moving image file is 
put in the email. The attaching unit is Fig. 1 reference number 110, the controller 
which receives the image from the camera, 102, and attaches the image to the email 
before it goes to the communication unit, 109, to be emailed via the internet, Col 9 
Unes 11-13). 
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Claims 15-17 are rejected similarly to Claim 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6-7,1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Iwamura (US 71 06906) in view of Arai (US 6642959). 

Regarding Claim 6, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 2, further comprising: a display unit to display captured image data {Fig. 1 
reference number 104 and Col 4 Lines 13-19)] and a transmission instruction receiving 
unit operable to receive from the user an instruction as to whether to transmit the 
presented image data as an attachment to the e-mail message directed to the 
presented e-mail address, wherein only when the transmission instruction receiving 
unit receives an affirmative instruction, the attaching unit automatically attaches the 
presented image data to the e-mail message directed to the presented e-mail address. 

Iwamura fails to teach the display visually presents the image data along with the 
e-mail address entered by the user. Arai teaches a digital camera that stores captured 
pictures and email address data on the same screen {Fig, 11 and Col 13 Lines 8-13). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the 
Invention to combine the teachings of Iwamura with that of Aral. Iwamura teaches the 
Image Is associated with the email address because the image is set to be sent to the 
specified email address although the apparatus by Iwamura displays the Image and 
email address at different times on the display screen. Since Aral also teaches an 
Image that is associated with an email address, Iwamura can be modified by the 
teaching of Aral to display an associated email address and picture on one screen 
superimposed. This would allow more clarity and ease of use for the user since he can 
double check which image is associated with which email address and eliminate any 
errors of wrong associations which may end in the wrong picture sent to the wrong 
email address. 

Regarding Claim 7, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 6, further comprising a transmitting unit {Fig. 1 reference number 109) operable 
to transmit the e-mail message on automatic attachment of the image data to the e- 
mall message by the attaching unit (Co/ 9 Lines 7-20 teach that the file generated with 
the moving image is sent to the email address entered after the moving image file is 
put in the email. The attaching unit is Fig. 1 reference number 110, the controller 
which receives the image from the camera, 102, and attaches the image to the email 
before it goes to the communication unit, 109, to be emailed via the internet. Col 9 
Lines 11-13). 
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Regarding Claim 1 1 , Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 1 , but fails to teach a time and date stamp. Aral teaches a similar apparatus 
which captures images and associates time and date data with the image (Co/ 5 Lines 
30-31) and associates the date and time information with the appropriate image taken 
at the recorded data and time {Fig. 3 sliows the information is stored together). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teaching of Iwamura with that of Aral to add the date and time 
associated with time the image was captured and to put it together in one file before it 
Is emailed. Associating time and date with an image is well known and would yield 
predictable results as well as provide convenience and organization for the user. 

7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwamura 
(US 7106906) in view of Obradovich (US 6525768). 

Regarding Claim 12, Iwamura teaches the communications terminal according to 
claim 1, but fails to teach the limitations of Claim 12. Obradovich teaches a current 
location acquiring unit operable to acquire a current location of the communications 
terminal (GPS receiver to read device's location, Col 1 Lines 38-42). The device taught 
by Obradovich displays the device's location with an image. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teaching of Iwamura with that of Obradovich to obtain location 
information of the device and to associate that location information with an image on a 
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display screen. It would then be obvious to take the associated location information and 
image data and email it in the same way as taught by Iwamura. This would allow more 
convenience and organization to the user to associate location information with image 
data. 

Conclusion. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure including Knowles (US 7173651), Reifel et al. (US 7013288), 
Toyoda et al. (US 6427005), and Frey et al. (US 6369908). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amy Hsu whose telephone number is 571-270-3012. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on 571-272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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